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Greetings and welcome to piano lessons! In this outline you will find information about me, my teaching 
experience, procedures and policies of the studio and related topics. Please take a few moments to 
carefully review the contents of this packet. 
 
Resume 
My Resume is current to date and contains information regarding my education, teaching experience, 
professional activities, and performance experience. 
 
Class Content 
Lessons will be given once or twice a week in person. You can choose to have 30 minute, 45 minute, 60 
minute, 75 minute or 90 minute lessons. (I offer lessons via Skype and Face-time only if we cannot meet 
in person or as an extra lesson for the week. I can only offer those to students who are 8 years or older.) 
 
It is the students’ responsibility to be prepared for each lesson and to show improvement. Learning 
piano is a constant and continual process and requires diligent practice. Students are required to 
complete their assignments each week, to keep a practice record, and to work toward musical goals 
rather than simply counting minutes. The study of music is rewarding and enjoyable, but it is also work! 
During a course of study, I attempt to cover all areas of musicianship: theory, technique, formal analysis, 
harmony, ear training, sight-reading, performance, and a comprehensive study of musical literature in a 
progressive fashion. Please bear in mind that no two students are exactly alike, and children (as well as 
adults) learn at different rates of speed. Even brothers and sisters within families differ radically in 
motivation and temperament. Therefore, I approach students as individuals and attempt to challenge 
each according to their own unique potential. Music is not easy, and may not always be "fun". However, 
given sufficient time and structured practice, it does become enjoyable to master the many different 
aspects of this art.  
 
Lesson time must remain as focused as possible--siblings are welcome to attend provided they remain 
still and quiet. It is very difficult and tense if I have to teach while a sibling is walking/running/jumping 
around and making various noises during a lesson. Please help me to keep the atmosphere of the lesson 
time free of such distractions. 
 
Group lessons: 
Piano is a lonely instrument. Group lessons are necessary not only for pianists to play and interact with 
each other, but to cover materials that can’t be covered in private lessons such as group improvising and 
ensemble playing.  
Group lessons will be given on Saturdays and Sundays. I encourage all my students to attend at least one 
of these classes every month. Students who are participating in Certificate of Merit are required to attend 
group lessons. We work on reading notes, theory, improvisation, ear training, sight-reading, history, and 
chamber music. The fee for group lesson is $xx  for one hour a month or $xx for two hours a month. You 
can sign up for group lessons here http://doodle.com/xkrmdzdnn5s7zubpmpu5qyw8/admin#table.	  Once you sign 
up, I expect to see you in class. The materials that are taught in each class is based on who we have in the 
group and therefore three days notice of cancellation is needed.  
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Piano Maintenance 
Be certain your piano is tuned and is in good condition. It is very discouraging to play on an out-of-tune 
instrument. Putting off tuning is not cost effective; a piano, which is very out of tune, will most likely 
require several tunings over a period of weeks or months to bring it back to pitch. If your child is starting 
on a keyboard it must be touch sensitive, have a pedal, and have at least 61 keys or more. Please be 
aware that this will only get them through the first year, maybe two. An electronic keyboard severely 
limits the technical and musical skills a student can practice on at home. After that you will want/need 
to invest in an acoustic piano to get the full benefit of piano lessons.  
 
Music 
When the need arises, the studio shall determine which music books and supplies should be purchased. 
Music orders will require shipping, and may take some time. If you want me to order the music for you, 
let me know ahead of time. 
 
Billing Policy 
As a member in good standing with the California State Music Teachers Association, the Music Teachers 
National Association and several other professional music organizations, there are certain guidelines to 
which I strictly adhere regarding missed lessons, the billing process and late fees. These guidelines are 
consistently maintained, and cannot be altered as they allow the business portion of piano lessons to 
flow smoothly and equitably.  
 
Extra fees will be added if I travel to your place. These are fees to reserve your, or your child's, weekly 
time for lessons, whether you choose to attend or miss. 
 
 
Payments and late fees  
All fees for lessons are due in no later than the 10th of each month. Bills are submitted on the first day of 
the month for that particular month. It is necessary to ensure that these payments are received on time. 
Therefore a $xx late fee shall be assessed for any payments received after the 10th of each month. This 
late charge would best be paid at the time that the month's fee is remitted, or it will appear on the 
following month's statement. If payment has not yet been received by the 20th, additional late charges at 
the rate of $x per day shall be added to the original fees.  
There is a $xx fee for bounced checks.  
 
Absence and makeup lessons: 
Regular attendance of lessons is an issue of responsibility and choice on the part of parents and students. 
Please let me know ahead of time if you are going to miss your lessons so I can provide make up lessons. 
If you give me less than 24 hour notice, it will be counted as a lesson  
There is no make up for a make up lesson. 
 
 
 
Recitals and performances 
During the year, several performance opportunities are made available to students. These events provide 
pupils with further incentive to practice and excel, and can have a positive effect on a student's sense of 
accomplishment. Recitals build confidence and reinforce the concept that good practice habits result in 
good pianists. 
Students who take part in these programs commit to the event at least six weeks in advance, thereby 
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giving ample time to prepare their respective piece(s). It is highly recommended that all music--except 
duets--is to be memorized. Students scheduled to perform for recitals are required to attend and 
perform. Except in cases of family emergency or illness, students may not "drop out" from the program. 
Such behavior then affects the entire recital, and is not fair to the other performers. 
Performers must be at the facility no later than 10 minutes before the beginning of the recital. 
Participating students and their families are expected to remain for the duration of the entire recital, 
thereby providing ample audience and respect for all performers. 
 
Festivals and competitions 
Each year, the various organizations of which I am a member provide educational and competitive 
opportunities for qualified students. Such events may be offered to those students who seem to possess 
the necessary maturity, discipline, talent and temperament to participate in such events. If a student is 
interested in attending any event in order to help with making committed decisions, please let me know 
and I will provide you with pertinent information. Bear in mind that these opportunities require a high 
level of determination, more serious practice habits--and the ability to perform in a competitive arena 
with a high level of confidence and intensity.  
 
Cancellations: 
Every student stops taking lessons at some point. Please make this decision thoughtfully with plenty of 
discussion between the teacher, parent, and student so that lessons can cease with a positive sense of 
closure. If you decide not to take lessons anymore I require you to let me know two weeks in advance. If 
you cancel without notice you are responsible to pay for the following two weeks. 
 
 


